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to me a letter of introduction, commending the cause
which I represented to the special attention of that emi-
nent individual.

Gil Bias has somewhere remarked that there is an air
of dignity and superiority which always surrounds great
men, in the eyes of the humble^ especially when they are
known to be great. The same veritable author very prop-
erly adds that this air of superiority is greatly enhanced in
the estimation of an obscure individual, if by chance he
meets with some special mark of favor or attention "from
an exalted personage. Whether this truly philosophic rea-
soning applies in my own particular case or not, I leave the
sagacious reader to decide. I had recently left the pres-
ence of the President; I was now in the company of one
who was not invested with the insignia of lofty power, and
yet the feelings of profound respect with which I looked
up to the one were only equalled by those of indifference
with which I regarded the other. The evening passed
rapidly by being deeply interested in 'the conversation of
this truly remarkable man, and I was not a little surprised
to find I had been too long trespassing upon time which
was constantly occupied in the duties incident to his official
station. On taking my leave he presented me with a copy
of his report, and promised to prepare for me a letter to
Mr. Airy, which I might obtain by calling the next day at
the Hall of Representatives. Thus ended the operations
of my first day in Washington. I sought my own room
at Gadsby's, and after a short review of the events of the
day past commenced my plans for the next.

it, had made an interesting
